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Q. Which cyclists will be riding in 
the race?
A. Many of Europe’s best teams and 
notable cyclists have already been 
confirmed as riding The Tour of Britain, 
including Tour de France stage winner 
Ivan Basso who has also twice won 
Italy’s biggest race, the Giro d’Italia. 
Team Sky, which boasts riders such as 
Bradley Wiggins, Chris Froome and Mark 
Cavendish will be entering a team with 
details of their riders to be announced 
shortly. You can keep up to date with 
information on who is taking part at 
www.tourofbritain.co.uk

Q. How does a rolling road  
closure work?
A. The rolling road closure system is 
enforced by police and the National 
Escort Group – 62 motorbikes in all – 
who close the roads in front of the race. 
This allows the cyclists to pass through 
without interference from non-race 
traffic. Once all the cyclists have left an 
area, the roads will open again. In practice 
roads may be closed from ten minutes up 
to half an hour, depending on the terrain, 
weather and race location. Closed roads 
will not open until the final vehicle in the 
convoy (known as the `broom wagon´) 
has passed.

Q. Will businesses and people living 
on or near the roads that are closed 
have access?
A. The only fully closed roads for the 
race will be in the start and finish 
locations, in Reigate and Guildford town 
centre. Exact timings and locations 
of these road closures can be viewed 
on our website, www.gosurrey.info. 
There will be no access to these roads 
except for Tour of Britain vehicles and 
emergency service traffic.
 
Q. Who are the race organisers?
A.  SweetSpot, a Surrey based 
organisation, have successfully been 
delivering The Tour of Britain since its 
reintroduction in 2004. SweetSpot 
also organise the Tour Series with a 
race in Woking forming a part of that 
programme. Surrey County Council is 
working with SweetSpot to coordinate 
the traffic management plan and  
event communication. To find out more 
about all the event stages visit  
www.tourofbritain.co.uk

Frequently asked questions

Contact us

Show your support 
You can download the Tour of Britain 
flags and bunting decorations at 
www.gosurrey.info to get involved 
and support the cyclists. There are no 
branding restrictions for businesses 
on the route so this is a chance to get 
creative and come up with your own 
Tour of Britain promotion.

Make the most of the crowds 
Why not give away goodie bags, run 
special offers or open for longer to 
make the most of the crowds. 

Staffing 
To make sure the Tour of Britain causes 
minimal disruption to your business, 
look at the race route and timings with 
your employees to make sure none are 
affected by the road closures or parking 
restrictions. 
If your business requires travel on or 
near the race route, you may wish  
to allow extra travel time in case  
of any delay.

Deliveries and collections 
Although road closures are being kept 
to a minimum the event may make 
some deliveries difficult, especially in 
Guildford. Here are some things you 
can do to minimise disruption. Our 
advice is to:
Reduce – can you order early and 
stockpile goods or delay delivery? 
Re-time – can you move deliveries to 
another day or time? 
Re-route – can the delivery route be 
changed to avoid affected areas? 
Re-mode – can goods be collected on 
foot instead of a van delivery?

Visit www.gosurrey.info/tourofbritain 
Call 0300 200 1018 
Email tourofbritain@surreycc.gov.uk 
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Post a query to: 
2012 Team, Room 340, County Hall,  
Penrhyn Road, Kingston upon Thames, KT1 2DN.

If you’re a business



Reigate to Guildford 
Sunday 16 September 
12 noon – 3.45pm
If the Olympic cycle races have left you wanting more, there’s another chance to 
see top cyclists powering through the county, as Surrey plays host to the deciding 
stage of the Tour of Britain on Sunday 16 September.

This is a fantastic opportunity to see professional cycling on your doorstep once again, 
to show your support and make the most of the crowds that will come to watch.

The event may cause some minor disruption, with temporary rolling road closures 
along the route and some parts of Guildford and Reigate closed for longer.

What is it? 
The Tour of Britain is one of the major 
events within the international cycling 
season and a cornerstone of the British 
sporting calendar. The Tour of Britain 
is set to continue the wave of cycling 
euphoria in the country created by 
British success at the London 2012 
Olympic Games and Tour de France.
  
The race is made 
up of eight stages, 
each taking place 
in a different part 
of the UK for eight 
consecutive days. 
Surrey is hosting 
the eighth and 
final stage, which 
usually takes place 
in London.

Why is it in 
Surrey? 
Organisers of the 

Tour of Britain were keen to bring the 
race to the county due its stunning 
natural beauty, the technical challenge it 
presents to the riders and to help deliver 
a continued legacy for Surrey from the 
London 2012 Olympic Games.

Hosting the final stage of the 2012  
Tour of Britain is a unique 
opportunity and will provide 
an economic boost to  
the county.

The Tour of Britain continues 
to get increased media 
exposure year on year and will 
be screened every evening 
on ITV4 with an average 
audience of 627,000. This 
programme is also broadcast 
daily around the world so 
Surrey’s rural scenery and 
cycling opportunities will  
be seen by millions.

The Tour of Britain is coming to Surrey

Why have  
we sent you  
this leaflet? 
As your house of 
business is on or near 
the race route, we 
want to make sure 
that you are well 
informed about the 
Tour of Britain taking 
place in Surrey.

Where to watch  
Spectators are welcome to line the 
whole route to catch a glimpse of 
the world’s best cyclists. There will 
also be entertainment taking place 
at Priory Park in Reigate and activities 
around Guildford town centre.

The route 
The race will start in Priory 
Park, Reigate before tackling 
the challenging 140km route 
through some of Surrey’s 
most beautiful countryside. 
The cyclists will climb up 
Guildford’s High Street  
twice including a leg-busting 
conclusion to the finish.

Road closures 
Travel disruption will be kept to a 
minimum, with roads closed just before 
the cyclists come through and open 
again once the final vehicle in the 
convoy has passed. Typically this means 
that roads should be closed for no 
more than half an hour. 

At the start and finish locations of the 
race there will be longer road closures. 
Parts of Reigate will be closed between 
10.30am and 1pm and some roads in 
Guildford town centre including the 
High Street, Upper High Street and 
parts of North Street will be closed to 
traffic between 4.45am and 7.30pm. 
You can view maps of these road 
closures on www.gosurrey.info. 

Parking  
Parking restrictions will be in place 
from 11.30am for the final 8km of the 
race route to ensure the riders have a 

clear path to the finish. 
Restrictions will also be in place in 

and around Guildford and in areas 
along the route where either the 
road is narrow or a clear highway 
significantly benefits the riders and the 
race motorcade.

Restricted areas will be signposted a 
couple of weeks before the event and 
vehicles parked there will be towed.  

Please ensure cars are moved before 
the time shown. If your vehicle is towed 
away, please phone Surrey Police on 101 
to find out where to retrieve it.

Trains and buses 
Trains will continue to run a normal 
Sunday service on the day of the race.  
Only a few buses will be disrupted 
in the Guildford area as some roads 
around the town centre are closed on 
the day. To find out which services will 
be affected, visit www.gosurrey.info.

Sprint locations Time 
High St. Dorking 12.30 
High St. Guildford 13.00 
Stane St. Ockley 14.10 
 
King of the Mountain climbs Time 
Staple Lane 13.30 
Crocknorth Road 13.40 
Leith Hill 14.00 
Winterfold 14.30To find out when the race passes 

through each town and village, 
visit www.gosurrey.info.


